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1bRsp_onter: 4A'Lee Wing Yee

with Miss Carey

Can you explain a bit about your school
life in England?

Well, my primary school, a regular state (public)
school, was quite small and friendly and I
enjoyed it. In the final year of primary school,
we could take a national selection test, called
the 11-Plus, which I fook and passed. That made
me eligible to attend a grammar school and I
went to an all-girls grammar school run by nuns.
They were very strict and had high expectations
so we had to be highly disciplined. As part of
the school uniform, we also had to wear the
schools regulation hat - a straw boater hat in
the summer and a black velvet one in winter. My
school was very focused on exams and academic
results, with almost no focus on anything else
like sport or art! And at 4 o'clock everyone
went home; there were rarely any after-
school activities. We were given quite a lot of
homework, though. However, I was quite happy
at school because I had good friends, and, even
though some of my teachers were strict, I liked
learning, so it was fine.

How long have you been in Hong Kong?
Why did you choose to work here?

This is my 21st year in Hong Kong! Before this, I
had taught in Japan for 3 years and I absolutely
adored it. And after finishing my job there I went
back to England, but I always felt that I wanted
to come back and teach somewhere in Asia. So,

INTERVIEW WITH OUR

Mise Carey has been our NET teacher for many
years. [n the eyes of Pooi Tun students, she is a
kind, respongible and patient teacher, eager to help
students to improve their Engligsh. Our students are
very interested in her personal life and interests,
therefore thig is a great opportunity for us to conduct
an interview with her.

T accepted a job in Malaysia but it didn't feel

right for me. Even though it was an elite school
for giffed students and had fantastic facilities, it
was in a remote part of Malaysia so I changed
my mind and stayed in England teaching until I
saw a job advertisement in the newspaper for
Hong Kong schools. Hong Kong really appealed to
me with its blend of Asian and Western culture,
so I applied and was interviewed in London by
the representatives of that school body and I
got the job. I was just thinking fo stay here
for 2 years since it was a 2-year contract but I
just kept renewing my contract again and again,
because I love Hong Kong and my life here, and
I really enjoy teaching Hong Kong students and
working with my great colleagues!

What kinds of
English activities
do you organize

for our students?

I have been very
much involved in
extra-curricular
activities of
different kinds
over the years,
such as infer-
school debating,
public speaking
and all different
kinds of drama

p
Duologue
Speech]kestivall




ENGLISH NET TEACHER,

MISS SIOBHAN CAREY

competitions. One of the biggest events is the
Speech Festival. For that, we mostly join the
poetry and dramatic duologue categories. From
September to December every year I'm very
busy with this event. I think its great because
students learn so much from it. It definitely helps
them to develop their overall self-confidence
and it's an authentic way to improve their
English as its just using English as a means to
do something else. And, of course, the ‘Ms Carey
on Air’ campus broadcasts have also been a big
project over the years - especially for students
who have taken part in the shows. They spend a
lot of time with me, preparing, rehearsing and
filming the shows and this is a very authentic
way to improve their English. We have a lot of
fun making the shows too!

Can you tell us one of the most interesting
teaching experiences in Pooi Tun?

Well, there isnt any one particular teaching
moment that comes to mind, but I will say
that what stands out in my mind are some of
the little ‘thank-you’ notes that students have
given me over the years. I remember a senior
student that Id been coaching for the speech
festival and she could perform the poem very
well, but she didn't win and she was very upset
and disappointed when she came back to tell
me that, so I consoled her and told her it didn't
matter at all. I told her that she was a winner
because she was brave enough to join and try

.Y

- A close relationship with other English
‘ ‘TB’ teachers and student ambassadors

her best. The day after, she gave me a little note
card with some very touching words to show me
how touched she was by my words! I remember
she said that it made her realize how we are all
‘perfectly imperfect’.

Do you have any future plan? Would you
consider staying in Hong Kong?

One of the main things is to spend more time
with my parents, so I wont stay in Hong Kong
forever! And besides that, I want to refresh
my French and German, as they have got rusty
through lack of use over the years, and I also
want to pick up piano again, which I learnt in
my childhood. I have other hobbies, like cooking,
which I find I don't have much time for now, and
maybe I'll take up some other courses too. And
another thing
is that I have
never read
the whole
Bible, so I
think it would
be nice to
have fime to
actually study
the Bible from
beginning to
end.

Miss Carey and
her parents
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